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NOTE 1

This account records recollections told toAffeand wri:t
Hattersley (service number 340306)er many years up to and includidgne2012. This version has been

read and edited by Alf.

Document prepared by Paul Hattersley, at home in Dalmeny, New South Wales, Australia.

This version dated6 November 204

NOTE 2

We shouldever be thankful to all those who opposed the tyrannical and evil regimes of Germangndtaly
Japan during World War II.

We should not forget that this freedom was mainly achieved by the service men and women and political leaders
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the USA, Canada, India, Australia, New Zealand,
South Africaand other British Empire and Commonwealth countries and colofifes; gave us the opportunity

for freedom of thought and speech whiah should value and not take for grant&tiepeople of théJSSR also
opposedhe Axis powers, at great cost, after June 1%Rdsistance and freedom fighters in occupied countries
around the world also risked their lives for freedom, asteits of thousnds ofvolunteers fom some countries,

such as Eiravhich did notdeclare war against Germany, Italy and/or Jagarwwwil.
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JOINING UP

In mid-1941 vhenl was eighteen, received a letter telling me to attend a joint services
registration office in Halifax. At the time, | was working asaacount<lerk for the Halifax
CorporationGas Compangnd living at home with my twoldersisters (Eva and Irenaj} 6
Crown Street, Boothtown, Halifaky mother and father were living at Barram+Furness.
Because my father was an engineer by tradeadebea directed in late 1940 to woek

Villers Armstrong shipbuilding dockyard Barrow,working on submane torpedo tubes.

My father and mother were theuatil the end of the war.

| was asked at the interview which service | would predgoin. | opted ér the army

because my older brother Eddie was already in the Royal Semyice Corps (transport
lorries). He thought it would be a good idea if we were together during our service, and told
me he would try to get me into the same regiment as him.

That wait for a while, then early in 1942received another letter telling me to report to a
recruitment centre to actually join up. The centre wassathhookomewhere in Halifax; |
canodt remember exactly wher e. gitfoewriten testsd
and undergo medical examinations.

There were about fortyf us. Chatting amongst ourselves, it seemed as if evehamtepted

for the navy. | thought this wadittle odd, as | had previously indicated a preference for the
afrmybu | di dndt say anything

We were linedup andthenmarched into a large raofor medical testing. We moved
individudly from one cubicle to anothéor each of the various tes#fter the medicals we
took written testssitting at separate desksestingwas quite comprehensivenglish and
arithmetic tests, and gen eratiags (WRNs)handedduys e .

the papers, supervised the tests, and collected up the papeterat

| o
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After the tests, | went umtone of the officers presefithere were actually navy, air force

and army officers in the hall.éxplained hat | had previously opted
recruit ment |lehgoirediitYhees on a viggMmanma p.l i . ed.. per haps th
better optiog | thoughttomysél. A Coul d | change, then, and |
replied. AJust continue with this process. o0
Eventually, we weréeingcalledone by onento a room where a navafficer sat | patiently

waited my turn As each young man came out, he went straigiss the hall into another
roromwhere an army officer sat. Some indicated
heals or screwing up their noseély had been rejected for the navy, and were to join the

army instead.

As the same thing happentahe and time again, it was becoming obvious that | was going to

be one of the last to be called. When only a few of us were left, it was my turn. To my
surprise, the nawvddlyouof Kkeceo péakNedDmMeWmatdy 2o
wouldyoulike t ohde&®ked next. | scdhardnnthdough i listoot g ht a b «
options: stoker, telegraphists, gunner, signalman, cook, ordinary seaman, etc. The only one of
these that stuck i6n nGeitproamsed towe smuclh et tlt|pma | ma n
stoker | thought .AYeS gdali gant ®,, It dudaywthefd dc.er
qualificationsf or t hat . 10611 put you in for signal ma
It turned out that wly three or four of us had been selected for the navy; all the otheg youn

men that day went into the army. Who knows what their fate was. But this is how mine was
determinedduring World War 1) as a signalman in the Royal Navy.

TRAINING IN ENGLAND AND SCOTLAND

Devonport

| returned home andaitedto hear when and where teport. After a week or twd got a

letter, with a railway pass, telling me to go to Plymouth. A lot of us on the train that pulled
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into Plymouth railway station were to join the navy. There were threauotdoies waiting

| boarded the one going to HMBipregnableat Devonport, near Plymouttwvhere | was to

';l -

"

start training

i
~

Alf Hattersley, 11 April 1942, aged 19. Taken before being drafted.

HMS Impregnable was a training school for telegraphists, coders and signalmen. Every single
daydignallersto-bedfocussed ojfust one thing:signaling. We used to manoeuvre around

the parade groud, each pretending to be shggnalling to each other. We practiced

senmaphore (flags) firsand later took Morse code lessons and thenskl with Aldis lamps.

We also dil a little training as coders; just enough so that we understood what their job was.
Coding was aystemto communicatsuccinctradio messagdsetween ships rapidlyor

example saihg and navigation instructionasing a code comigsing numbers and ledts.

Signallers also had to learn some radio basics.
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At training | paired upwith Ray Ponting, a Londoner andwecamegood friends while
training. bt we di d n Oafter leaviagpHMBE Impréegoabbndh | never saw him
again.Although thetrainingwas int@sive only about 2 3% of usin Class 5Gailed. Some
basic seamanship was also taught, but not much really. Surprisingly, we had no weapons
training, thougH was later issued with a pistol and also maram¥ttkersgunona Motor
Torpedo Boat ir1945

| recall acouple of (now) amusing inciderds Impregnablel hada dental appointmerthere
once. It was justhe orte; four teeth filled in one sessiowjthout anaestheticlhe second
incident was when Petty Officer came into the classroom dag and asked for volunteers
to give blood. Only about four handsmvé u p . i G ofiold0! 00% Bmakthes laft. d ,
My trainingat Impregnableoncludedand | received my signallers badgeNovember 1942

| was moved ttHMS Drake @lso inDevonport) in Nissan hutsyaiting to bedrafted After a
week or so, a voice over the intercom said:
the drafting offi ce. oOtravel taiMSDundersmldreSdotlamg t h r ai |
along with three others whol already knew

We comprised two signallers, a coder and a telegrapiiespacked our kit bags, little

realising these wer® be our companions throughout tharwAll oned s  bad t@ fit into

the one kit bagincluding the few meag personal items one could fit in. Varried our kit
bags with usbut our hammocks were transported separately.

Scotland

It was only when we arrived at HMSundonaldthat | discovered was a Combined
OperationgCO) camp. All kinds of CO groups traingidere not just communication$o

there wereeommandoslanding crafticrew, separate army signal sectiagtsetera as well as

navy signallers, telegraphists arwblers.
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The four of us from Drake were to join a nBM Beach Signal SectiqiBSS)’ BSS

Number 6(COBSS6) The Sectiorcomprisedne officer (LieuenantJCMorgan), two Petty

Of ficeviss@alh@ @&and one 06t el36mpvabspriicersendll)it and 33
was here abundonaldthat | became good pals with Ray Priddle, another @riat. We

called him 6Jimmy Priddled, with reference t
|l didnét know it at the time, but our group
disbanded after IDay, nearly two years later in 1944. We were issued with army uniforms,

including tin hats! The uniforms bore an RN arm flash to show we were really RN.

I am on the left, with my mate Ray Priddiglit), Glasgow, January 1943

The BSsections were specially trained to serve as béaship signals foamphibious

assaults and landingdé/e trained arounthe Isle ofArranand LochFyne in Argyll. One of

our training exercises was to travel to the Clyde in Glasgow, then set sail for Loch Fyne. Here
we woul practice alighting from shipgown rope nets intlanding crafandundertake mock
landings

A landing craft assault complement for these exerasagrised about 30 personnel: one

officer (army), assault troops oburse, a military policeman, an army signalman, two RN
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signalmen and tw&N telegraplsts. | remember that we had to teachaimy signallers

flags semaphoras this had not been part of their army signals training.

We wouldchugaway in the landing crafo land on a beagln the early hours of the

morningand waist deep in winteigold water!When the exercise was finished, we were

instructed to find the main road and walk along it until an army lorry passed. If the lorry was

full, we had to wait till the next one came along to takback toan armycampin Glasgow
(Pollokshaws). We dd thistwo or three timess | recall.

We had to spend one night i Wesheltdradrelitttelherb ec au s e
huts, two of us to a hutlt was raining healy and our hen house leaked. \\éhared

growndsheets in order to keep dryn&groundsheet was part the ground and the other we

used to cover usoth Our legs wereticking out the dooand to add to the discomfarthe

hens were pooping on r®m their perches above

Another amusing inciderntremember was on the beach athd-yne. @e of the ratingput

a tin of baked beans (in tomato sauce) onto a naked flametat it wup fbobr a me:

pierce the tin at the top it exploded. Save all got a share!

Ray Priddle (lef)a Londoner ( ni c &enta)aedde (rig)rGasgow, O43.

After thetraining at HMSDundonaldconcluded, weawaitedposting. Weknew wewere

abouttotakepartia 6t heatre of war 6 sowhere&'her e, but we
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MIDDLE EAST

One dayCOBSS6wereall suddenly issued with Atci ¢ ki t . | t haoveaeht OBl O
of f t o Wedmew hings were not going well theeand | did not like the prospect of
joining whatwas turningout to be an unsuccessful attempt by the British to support the
Norwegians in resisting the NammMasion of their country.

A few days latethe Arctic kit was taken backvEnts in Neway had gone from bad to
worseand the army had to evacuate. The intervention had failed badly. We were issued
instead with tropical kit, obviously for the Middle East.

On 16" March 1943we barded a troop transport shipg$VinchesteCastlg at Greenock in
theFirth of Clyde Scotland. We werkound for North Africaand sailing in convoy with
destroyer escort8SS6 was destined to bgached to thé™ Durham Lightinfantry (DLI) in
Egypt

Because most of the air space over the Mediterranean was dominated by the Luftwaffe, we
had to sail the long way round. We calledratetown (Sierra Leone, West Africa, ori"28
March); crossed the Equatofi(April); Cape Towr(South Africa, 11 April); Durban (South
Africa, 18" April); then Aden(Yemen 15! May); and Suez (Egypt5" May). Thankfully,

there were no incidents and the whole convoy arrived safely.

What amazed me most about this journey was how crowded the tipopashThe S
WinchesterCastlehad previously been a passenger lidernavy personnel, we were very
lucky in having cabins with bunks, which wasich better than sleeping on the deck like the
troops.

The conditions were terrible for the troops. Foareple, the toilets were improvised,
consisting of longvooden planks set over a lonigute. These temporary latgs provided no
privacy at alland the smell was dreadfoil course | used to time my visits tine night if |

could,when it was not so busy!
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And, talking of toilets, | -issudeguipiment wag antdgilet on  t h
seat. This was to be used extensively in the Middle East and later in Italy when we found
ourselves in odbf-the-way places with no toilet facilities; we walitlig a pit, then place a

large, empty mess box over the pit and position the seat on top that. There would be a shovel

in the pile of dirt/sand next to our | atrine
recall having any screens around thenat

At Freetown | remember, we wiobwrap farthings (copper coins worth a quarter of one

penny) in silver paper and toss them over the side of the ship. Local inhabitants in small boats
would dive in the water tletcht h e s e 6 G| a,agtewwst kaowm ea tangr is a

silver sixpenny piecelhe locals soon cottoned on to the ruse.

I "lti“&; ae V’m‘")é,,,. e e )

CHANTEGLER 5

SU[H_E 8«;]5 PM slas Asyo deldl 4l 4

¢ {l Faut. Réscrvi‘rp L) 1 an =
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Cinema ticket from Suez

From Suezall of COBSSétravelled by train to Gaza, Palesti{i®" May), with Sikh troops

We wereto join up withan infantry battalionhere for &ercisesAt Gaza, wesleptin big bell

tents right by the beach. On a couple of occasions at night, local dwdimgsedassoed the

tops ofsome otthetents and galloped away with ttmeamid the curses of the soldiers

We spent most of thest of the time at Gaza eating Jaffa oranges and swimming at the

beach. We would swap fags (cigarettes) for Jaffa oranges with the Arabs. | never smoked
while in the navy in fact | have never | ik
rations for smething | did like.

While at Gazdc. 18" May), wewereoccasionallygivenleavein Tel Aviv. We would

investigate the town, go to the cinema and the like.

8
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In Tel Aviv, two or three of us werenceinvitedtoa Jevishma® s house f or s ome
hospitality,which includedwine andfine food. Such invitations were common. Thaeéal
Jews seemepleased we were in Palestinee\densed they felt more secwi¢h British

troops aroundamongst the mostly Argtopulace

r,.a

mn
Lh 9 Ty
KING
'POLE i

Roy Hardwick (from Bath), Jimmkg&tzsimmos (from Barrow) and Alf Hattersley (from Halifax)
TelAviv, 18" May 1943. All RN COBSS6.

BSS6 in Palestine. Tehviv, 18" May 1943.0n railings: Jimmy Fitzsimmons (left, from BarrpwRoy Hardwick

(middle, from Bath) and Alf Hattersley (right, from Hak). Standing: Yeoman Agnew (left, from Belfast) and

Petty Officer Dougie Wright (righg 6 G e stom@ishepdAuckland, near Newcagtli&neeling: Neil Mackay
(left, from Glasgow) and Sandy Kettegght, fromLeeds.

9



Royal Navy World War |1 experiences’ Signal ma

In TelAviv, Palestine, 15May 1943. Roy Hardwick JLAIf Hattersley (middle) and Jimmy FitzsimmoR% (

We finally left Gaza on 25May, heading for Cabrit (on the side of the Suez Canal
somewhere) for trainingith the Durham Light Infantry (DLI). The DLI had already seen
actonin North Africa, as par t"Arhy SemeoétheddDLl Mont g

lads told us that they had previously lost all their original officers in North Africa.

On beach. TeRAviv, 1943. | am sitting in the centre

10
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We exercised with the DLI fahe next few weeks at a number of locations. For example, on
4™ June we boarded the SS Winchester Castle for a large scale invasion exercise along the
Red Sea coast somewhere. Ghlane we left Cabrit for Ataka, about two miles from Suez,
for anotherexercise on 1'5June. We returned to Ataka on"L.June, including being on

board the SS Oronto for a few days. Another exercise was on the Bitter Lakes.

If a Calling out of the whole Army Reserv: is ordered every soldier on pass must or f y 3
(re(urn m«medmtely to hls un}t mthou( wantmg for instructions. el

a4 1 4 miles but
Ro. A 1 / - 5 under 5
—gb/“ / /%/
NaJtPo Jo é([‘m ) C - Name)

has permission to be absent from his tquarters/duty, frz#
Sorthe purpose of procerding to = ZAACA
(Station) _

wm)' v/ 5/¢

5

F77/20195 Wt, 12825 30.000 pads

G3AHISTH LHOIHYAJIOD NMOYD

. opposite Waterloo Station.
n Field Service overseas..

o T TSI T T T VY Y S— VYT S

One of my lege passes when | was in Suez

| was al so BSS606s bar be&astlwasigiVea thisyjeb becaused i n t h
had | et slip that | had had experience as a
a young | ad. As 61l ather boy©o, I woul d | at her
them a shave with a cutthat razor. Then | would clean the customers up after he had

finished the shave and sweep the floor and the like.

The first haircut | ever did as BSS6 barber
so kept on rérimming. The victim ended upithh what looked like a skull cap on the top of

his head. Needless to say, not all my BSS6 clients trusted me with the hair clippers and

Coleman scissors! P.O. Agnew, though, wanted only me to trim his beard because, unlike

some others, he thought | did @ogl job.

All the timewe werein the Middle Eastwewere wonderingvhere we would be senext

On 30" June, &er about two weekashoreat Ataka we reembarked on S Winchester

Castle and steamenp the Suez Can#b Port Saidarrivingthereon ' July. Thencewe set

sailwith the rest of the assault convay 39 July, to take part in thallied invasion of Sicily

(Operation Husky)

11
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ITALY * SICILY

The assaulat Avola

At about 56 a.m. on 19 July, | was aboard Ending craft with thé™ Durham Light

Infantry heading for aocky beachear a place called Avola, at the extreme southern part of
Sicily. We were at the extreme left of the main landings and our landingrasi¥ery

isolated on thigeft flank. To all intents and purposes, were alone.

The sea was quite rough, which made it difficult enough for an amphibious landing. But we
hadbeachedight opposite a pillbox. Werere under heavjnachine gun fire from the pillbox
andmortarfire from slit trenches near the pillbox. &Werepinned down. Scattered rocks
emerged from the shallow wat@ndout of the sand on the beadlhe beach was mined.

| took coverbehind a rock, waist deep in water. | was edrnwith a side pistol only, unlike

the assault troops, as my job iacommuniatewith the ships out at sea. Machine gun and
mortar firewas going over my head.

| remember ongery amusing incidenwhile we were pinned down amusing in retrospect,
that is A navy launcrsuddenly appeardaehind us. Someone, somewhere | supguse
naticedthatwe were having trouble. An officer on board the launch had a megaphone. He
call ed out: ADo vy o WNeedesgtosay, the garsfieeframtthe shooey ? 0 (! !
turnedon him and the launch. The launch did a quick about turn and cdtélchat was the

last we saw o&ny potential assistanice

Fortunately, the machine gimom the pillboxc o u | d n @levat§far enoughdownto

sand level orthe beach. The troops from our single landing craft therefore managed to
advance up the bea@itom rock to rockthoughslowly. There wagour-foot high wire to

traverse Troops made a hole in the wiaed the infantry crawlethroughthen fanned out

12
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The Italians in the slit trenches retreated, but not those in the pillbex the firing ceaske

We could see that our troops had occupied the grassy sandy low dune area at the top of the
beachWe navy lads then made our way up the beach.

| remember noticing many abandoned army packs in the v@xtér.about three feet from

where the infantry hadut a hole through the wiran unexplodednine that lad been

uncovered by the troops lay exposkdlso sawa blownoff leg of one of our poor
infantrymanwho had beekilled by a mine in the action.HE bootwas still on

Looking into the pillbox] sawtwo deaditalian soldiers. The gunner wkel on the ground,

still holding on to the tw handles of the machine gun such that it m@8 pointing up into

the air. His companion, who had been feeding in the ammunition belts, was slouched beside
him. Both lad machine gun wounds across their chests, and were covered in blood. The two

of them hadbviouslyfought to the end.

The whole action had seemedbutlooulinatsayhow very

long it was.l guess that it was probably Aour or so.

At Avola beach

At the pillbox, a DLI officer tafl us thatthey would be movinghland We wer en ot
accompany them, so they left without ubefewere three of us left on the beachme,
another signaller and a military poéiman(MP). Duringthe landingsve had noteceivel
anysignals fromships at sea ndrad wesent anyWe had no orders, scewvere left
wondering what we should do.

The three of uthoughtwe should join up with the navy furtheorthwards nearer the main
landings, but said that it would bsuicidal to walk along a mined beadthere was an
isolated house imiew, which he amy had said they had searched wedecided to taka
look around] remember there was a garage with an old car inside, but it had noAtyres.

was quiet. We returned to the pillbox, still wondering what we should do.

13
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Suddenlyabout twentytalian soldiersappearedehind us. They had comei the cekr of
the house we had just visited, and that the army had previously searchdw\Buete
unarmedand clearly wanted to surrend®ve would have been no matidr themandwould
have beemakencompletely by surpriseé they had chosen to fight.

The MPwith ushad arifle, soheindicated to the Italians fout their hands on their heads
whichthey did without any fus§ hey seemed only too glad to be out of it all. The MP
decided to march the prisonersrthwards along the beh towards the main landingshédy
marched ahead of hinas he figured they should know where there were mines ane wher
notl

The two of ussignallers were nowlone.We needed to join up with the navy somewhere.
We found an oldtalian rowing boatamong the rocks andecided we should row ourselves
along the shore twin up with the main force.tiwould be safer than wahg along the
beach

Off we set. Butlie boatstarted leaking. As we baldide watemout with our tin hatsit
becamenbvious that it was a losingattle. We could not bale out fast enoughdaow at the
same time. Howevewxe probablygotabout three quters of the way along the beach towards
where the main landings had taken plaetore the boat finally sankVe again found
ourselves wet and wading to shoreour second landing for the dayle eventually linked
up withthe main section of ouRN signalparty, probaly lateafternoon

We werefeeling pretty uncomfortabléy then, having got soaked twiden all landings, we
were expected to kseli-contained and mobile.dXl we evercarried was our signalling
equipment, pistol, food and some water. The only dry clothdsageas a pair of clean
socks. The rest of our clothgsst dried on us. It would take anything from 3 to 14 days
before our kit bags joined us. How lovely it wasubh,to put on those clean dry sockiser

the landing at Avola
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Avola to Syracuse

A few days lateron 14" July, three or four Landing Craft Infantry vessels (LCIs) came
inshore and took aboard all those personnel who were not part of the maiadeaoeing
inland. We were told we were off to Syracuse. These LCls linked up with caihnerapout

16 LClIs pliedtowardsSyracusédate afternoonLCls are quite largsteelvessels, much larger
than LCA(Landing Craft Assault) vesselsoi@e could carry up 200personnel.

| shall never forget this journeyd the sad events that followecdéy highlight howunlucky

or luckyone can beluring war.At dusk we were divdombed by German Messerschmitt
fighter-bombers; they came in one by oAs.they did soall the guns from the LCls would

go up.

At one pointl wasnear a bulkhead fedt (forward), chattingwith two other blokes: a regular
Petty Officertelegraphis{Doug Wright, whowe kng a s 6 S h)iandaratnf ot t s 6
telegraphistvho I think was called Tom@wler (from Exeter)

The LClsweresuddenlybeingdive-bombedand our flak started quickly decided to go
through ametaldoor in the bulkhead and take cover there, while myfeNow seamerfwho
could havadone what | didfecidedn that instanto stay outside and crouch by the
bulkhead As | got through the door, a bomb hit our LCI.

| was unscathedut bothtelegraphists werkit. Petty OfficerDougieWright (photo of him in
Tel-Aviv, p.9above)came through theetaldoor, wounded and looking totally shocked.

Al 6 ve b e e ntoneildndgtherstartedstryingdo stop his bleedifrgm the

shrapnel wounds his chestThe ratinghad beerkilled instantly Later,| noticed he had

been covered up with a blankBtDo n 6t 0 | ®@mke o n gHaslafi dhitso hneead 6 s ¢
The LCI was very badly damaged. The bomb had gone through our ship, glancing through

the upper deck near uben exploding and leaving a gaping fdaot wide holeT he s hi p 6 s
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crew were trying tetopseavater coming in through theole. Our LClwas the onlyoneof
thesixteenLCls thathad beernit.

Shiner Pottsvas being given morphine. An officer said we needed to get him to shore to get
proper medical aid, as he was in a bad way. He asked three or four of us to go ashore with a
lifeboat | volunteeredandwe set off for the shon@ a rowing boatvith Doug Wiight on a

stretcherlt was pitch black by now.

It was hard goingndtook a couple of hours to reach the shore. We did not knowvést

occupied by friend of foe. | was holding one end of the stretcher as we struggled along the
beachjooking for agapnthebar bed wire. Someone said, fAWeol
wire and take a chance, you knowaondThBHal blut
Who goes d& hreepl?iledd W AWe are RN! Friendo, we
thewird@ wed askwave a wounded man. 0O

| remember the sentry had a Welsh accéhé sentrytook us through the barbed wire it We
areonthe frontlined he efixlpbllali nseshdow you where there is
hi m a |WeiogkiBiner ®otts to thenedical tentThe front line at this point was

manned by the 1st Welsh we learned later.

We left Douge Wright for the nightAs we came out of the tent, shelling started. We decided

to take cover, and came across a water well. Half way down there wa&landing, and

three of us sheltered there for the night. Although the shelling stopped, we stayedeti the

until daylight. We wererery cold, as wevoreonly shorts and shesaleeved shirts. At

daylight, we went to the tent to see how Shiner Redis, buthehad died during the night.

We were very saddened.

What to do now? We could see our LCI offshore, still aftnaton its ownWe found our

rowing boat and rowed back outjton it and eportthe sad outcomd& he engines were now

running andhe hole in the side of the boat had been temporarily sealed. Then we slowly
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plied our waynorth-eastwards along the Sicilian coastzardsSyracusewhich had beerour
original destinationlt was now 1% July.

Of the three major landings | took part(Bicily, Reggio and Normandy), this first one in
Sicily was the worst for me. Like many veterans of WWII | suppose, | have never talked
much about my experiences. Nor did | realise how much of an effect it had on me. | cannot
now talk about it without bexning very upset and feeling sad about those disturbing events
and sights.

While in Sicly (on Avola beach)l, picked up an Allied propaganda leaflet (in Italian)
dropped by air to influence the lod&dlian population (Appendix 1).dlsokept one of th

Eighth Army News leaflets we received frequently (written for English speakers on one side
[Appendix 2] and in Italian on the reverse side [Appendix Biey are both quite battered
now, but have scanned well into this document.

Syracuse

Syracuse was gapied byour forces byhe time we got there. | reember seeing a big ship

on fireas we arrived at the harbour. We tied umgkide other LCls, some of whitiad

been hitThere were also corpses wrapped up in hammocks, all along the quaysidemy
hadmet a lot of resistanc&he Germans were counterattacking ofe pointthe army was

told to evacuate and we all preparedadoard. But then another signal came to say that the
counterattack had been repulsed, so the order to set saneeel.

RN Beach Signal Sectiondgdayed at Syracuse for abouid3veeks. | remembeamne
particularday whenl was on the quaysiddaut to eat along with my matddjad a mess tin

wi th the dayh2HRaliandals werestarvirsind & Itopened the ratiaim a

load of children suddenly came crowding around usrakktin was whipped out of gnhands

and the hildrencut themselve&ghting overits contents. Their hands were covered in blood
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Respite in Malta!

A couple of days latesn 17" July, we were sent to Malta for a few weessécuperate. We
sailedon HMS Bulolo, an armed merchant cruisdrich hadpreviouslybeen a passenger
ship. Wearrivedat the capital Valletta on ¥8uly, thenwe travelled on 20 Julyto the rest
camp at Ghajn Tuffiely which ison the opposite side of the island to Valletta.

The camp was very isolated. We slept on metalteads. There were no mattressesve
spread our hammocks over the bedsteads and slept on those. | remember that aster the fir
night, we were all itching. Bed bugs! We lit big bonfires outside and tookétalbeds
outside to the fire to run them over the fire to kill the bugs. We couldthedmugs crackling!
After thatwe had ndurther problems.

Back to Sicily

We spentboutfour weeks at the rest camp, swimming frequently, jumping from rocks and
lazing in the sunAll good things come to an ermhdwe were sent back to Sicily, arrivirag
Port Augustanear Syacuseon 18" August By this timethe island oSicily hadbeen taken
On 28" August we wenby road from Syracuse to Catania with tR8&Alelsh Division, via a
place | think was called Fonteih@atana isabout 20 miles further along the Sicilian coast
from SyracuseHere oursection now prepared for the landings on the Italian mainland,
practising at Catania beachsshe foot of Mount Etna

LClIs and LCAs were all lined up along the quayCataniaside by side with all the bows
pointing to the quay. One day when | was foa wall nextd our ships, a lone Messerschimit
suddenly appeared from seaward. It strafed the line of ships and quay wall, all the way
towards the town. It made a qua of passes, or maybe it wisg German fightersmaking a
pass each.

Everyone was takey surprise. All our guns eventually came into actioerjikon guns

from the sterns of the LCIF hese wee a kind of heavy machine g{@0mm) smaller than
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the Boforsantiaircraft guns (40mm)erlikonsmadea ki nd-popd o6popse. The
fighters had not had much impact as far as | know, nor hadt\aayof them. Anyhow, |

was nothit sothat wasa reliet

Messna

On P! Septembewe boarded an LCAvith theinfantry andcreptroundthe Sicilian coas

under cover of darknesgading for MessinalNe landed in darkness on the beach. We were
givena day o6s woand thld todig slit taehchemnd lay in the trenchnder cover

The LCAsthat brought us to the beaslpped away during the night.

We wereat the Strait of Messina, jugppositeReggio di Calabrianthe Italian mainland

We were ordered that night to stay in the trench for a full 24 heemginng hidden dunng
thedaylight hours of the whole dfiefollowing day (2 September)We werenot everto

raise our heads above the trench. There was to berssattack on the 3rdt sunriseWe

did sneak geep above the trench acould plainly see Italian police walking along the coast
atReggio.We were to crosshe Straitin themorning.

ITALY ° THE MAINLAND

Reggio

On 39 Septenberwe embarked on LCAs with the assault troapsarly daybreakOn board
there were troops, &8RSM (Regimental Sergeant Majpa Captain, three sappers, four army
beach signallers and four navy beaigmallers (including me).

There was gerrific allied bombardmeritom air and se&hells whistled oudiead Our LCA
was the first boat ttouch the beach and | was the temian ashorelThe air was thick with
smokeand | ¢ oul dThéadssaudfreops cametinhwo migutes latém.front of us
there was fort, whch covered the beaakhere we landedBut not a shot came from it, and

we met no resistanc@/e found we wer@ear the mouth of a driagp river bed.
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The Germans had cleared out and the Itale@ppily surrendered in #ir thousandswWe
worked the beacfor three days, beingnachinegunnedpretty regularly by the Luftwaffe.
But we had a smashing air umbrella from our shigs.fournavysignallersnextset up a
signalling statiomearby,at an abandoned defence pdste few defence fortifications we
saw were empty.

One dayabout 8 or 9 an., we saw an Italian army officdeading about 400 to 500Ideers
towards us to surrenderTheycarriedno ams andhadno boots, butags tied around their
feet. Theywere carryingsuitcases, all packexhdready for the POWJprisoner of warramp!
The officer approached nand using a little Englishhe and his mesurrendeed We kept
watch oveithem until wecould hand thento the military police All we had were sidearms,
and this made us feel somewhat vulnerable when there were hundreds of them, but there was
no trouble.

While at the signalling statigmve oncewitnessed a flight of Germdruftwaffe fighter
planesin the distancemachine guningallied troopsand Italian prisonersf-war all along

the beachOn another occasion, a lone German plane pass&tehad earlier found an
Italian Breda gurand we tried our luck at shooting the plane dowe were hopelesand
missed

One dayat Reggiovhen Jimmy Priddleféllow signaller) and | were sat onnall by a dirt
road wearingour tin hats anghorts, aavalcade of carand jeeps suddenly appeared.
Among thevehicles there wasseneral Montgomet *  sat in the back odn open car
Although we were taken by surprige managed some sort of salated he waved back!
Also while stationed at Reggio, we woludxplore the inlan@/hen off duty. We came across
enemymachine gun posts in the side of thig full of Breda machine guns and ammunition.
In anenemyfort near the arid river bedhere were barracks carved into the caves

underneath. Walsofound 10inch howitzerghere with shells on trolleys ready for loading.
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They had not been fired byeltalians during the allied landingéhere were also racks and
racks of unused rifleNot a soul was about.

The allied army had moved inlaatid bypassed this foMVe supposethey did not know

about is contentsJimmy and | took the opportunity to improve our shooting, ukadgntin
hats, tin cas and other items for target practice.-blee around seemed to take any notice of
this gunfire.ltalian rifles were horrible. After a few rounds, they were red howandd burn
oneds hands if not <careful

At this stationafter the landing itselfiye again never received asignalsnor did anyofficer

give ussignalsto sendWe wereeventuallyassigned to man the signal station at Messina and
againfound ourselvesasling backacross the Strait. Quite soon afterwangswere told eight

RN signallers, including me, woulttcompany 50600 Royal Marinecommandos in a
landingat Roca Imperiag, a smalltowninthé i nst ep 6 of ,aboww40dngdek oe of
south @& Taranto The operationvasto mine and secure the railway litteprevent the
Germanasusingit to retreat eastwards frothe Reggioarea

Racca Imperiale

We landed in the ewing of 17" SeptemberAgainthere was no oppositidghankfully. Our
troopsprepared to lagxplosives on the railway linds it turned out, the Germans retreated
northwards on the west coast of the mainland insteatiesexplosives weneeverin fact

laid.

The Italianshad aproper signal station there, whialke commandeeredne daywhen off

duty, a New Zealander calleiDigger Mitchelband Idecided to explore and go a mile or so
inland where we knew there was a villagée arrived therearmed only with revolverdt
appeared deserteshd we walked warily downthe maine#t Then chil drends h
popping up from behind walls and doorwalext a few adultappearedA few came out to

see us and soome had quite arowd aroundis A Any Ger meeaskedaNoound? 0
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they had all gonehey indicated, and they seedpleased to see uisater,some of them

gave us a conducted tour of their villageludinga pottery.

Therewasa nearby castlehich we decidedo explore We found an old man and old
womanin it, both bedriddeWe di dn ot Tthe castiénad been Idotdnd all the
doors bré&en. Drawers had been opentdgir contents scattered, and all the paintings had
been removedye assumed by Germans

| found a largenicely embossed leather book, whitdd beautiful colour illustrations. |
decided ¢ take it and put it in my knapsack. Later on, back at the signal station, someone else
took a fancy to the book and offered me a deal. In Cape Town, on the voyage to the Middle
East, he had bought a gatdloured powder compafor his wife back home. ¢offered me
this in exchange for the book. | latgave the compaets a gift for myfiancéeJoan, back in
Bristol. | saidl had bought iin Cape Towrand did not tell the story abowrongfully

stealing the boak

On other occasiongour of uswould takea trip along the railway line. We had ceracross a
handpowered railwayartwhich we used taride along thdine. It wasgreat fun.One d us
would be up a nearby towso as to warn the others in case a tcaime along

Life was very quiet and relaxed Rocca Imperiaé. We were therabouttwo weeks. The
signal station was quiet as Wwad nosignalling to deand noinstructions. However,ree night
when | was on wah I must have dozed offecause the next thing | ket wassunriseand |
woke up to sedhrough the low mistwhat seemed like hundreds of landing craft, busy
signalling to our station to verify a navigation fixquickly repliedand as soon as | answered
they were content. They were just checking their position anadtdaeen waiting to land
thank goodness. They were sailing further ddstyv long they had been signalling before |

woke up | do not know.
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Any delay must have been glossed owehad not been too longpecause | was never hauled
over the coalsbouttheincident.Later my colleagues used to take the mickey out of me
They wouldannouncehat they had just taken a sigfi@m Captain Blackwantingto talk to
that signalman who was meant to have been on duty that morning!

RETURN TO SCOTLAND

Our signalssection washenpulled out of Italy which in retrospect was fortuitous.nat if

we hadbeen involved in further Italian operatis, including landing at Anzid® October
1943we set sail to returio the UKvia the Straits of Gibraltathe quick way tis time as the
Germans no longer had contrdltbe skies in the Med

There were many German goners of war on board our slaipd | often had to stand guard
over them. | once got talking to a German despatch rider; he had a despatch ridpfdieeast
ADo you s peakaskkred.i sihyedatold methehadbadn dapturedmordhish
bike in Italy while carrying a despatch.

He had previously been posted in France opposite Déleeknew all of the English songs

and would whistler singthemin English i ncl udi ng the 6Siegfried
the Germans were beaten and would losethew especi ally since Russ
youdl I n e keevouldwantest. Wwauld Banter like this, bie really believed

they would win.

Another intersting thing this German told nveas about the allied bombing in Italy. He said
that when the British bombednly the German army woutdke cover because the British
targetedonly the military. But when the Americans bombed, evergavould run fosheltet
This was he saidpecause the American bombing was indiscriminate.

The shipstopped briefly in Gibraltaon the way back to Efend, but | do not remember
much about this. We eventually arriviedck in Blightyearly in Novemberl43. | had been

away for nearly eightonths.
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BACK IN ENGLAND

Poole

Back in England from Italy wasfirst sent toHMS Don Donaldpur combined operations
camp.But oon we were ordered toavel by train tdPoole (Dorsetjo be stationed with the

army.

Leftto Rght: 6 D Mitcledr (t he Ki wi )(from Bristofyfaoffrfan( odkplande? (from
Birmingham).BSS6 mebers at Poole, Dorset

Combined Operations Beach Signals Sectian Boole, DorsetWe are wearing combined operationsfanm
(khaki). I amin the front row otheleft photo, sat on the right, and in the middle of the middle row in the RH
photo, with Roy Hardwick omyshoulders.

24



Royal Navy World War |1 experiences’ Signal ma

In Dorset, we would often march around country roads, to help keep fit and pass the time. We
would mach out of step, but whenever we passed through a village our dffecgenant
Morganwould call out for us to smarten up, put on a show and march in step! He would hold
his head up high and proudly lead us through the village.

0Di gger MiKicwhiedl)l owa(st hae b6t of a rebel . Out o
would purposely swing his arm the same way as his leg on each side of the body to take the
mickey out of the whole show. He did this the whole time | knew him and he always got

away wit it.

Once when on leave, | asked Joan (Joan Skidmore, from Bristol) if she would marry me. We
had first met in Torquay (Devon, England) in June 1942 during a weekend leave from

training in Devonport/Plymouth. It was love at first sight for both of usbétame engaged

on 19" November 1943, while | was located at Poole.

Joan Skidmore, 1942, at age. Wearing the same dress she wore wherether.
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| spent Christmas at Poole and one night when | was with some cockneys in a pub, a young
woman cottoned oto me, cuddling and kissing. But | was faithful, as | was engaged, and
nothing else happened.

Bursledon

Shortly after Christmaand still attached to the army, we moved from PooRuisledon

which isnearHamblele-Rice on SouthamptorwWater. We wereunder bell tents in a field.

The field is definitely stilthere | recognised it whehvisitedthe area reently (June 2012

with my family (see phota)

The field at Bursledon, where BSS6 and troops were stationed prieDeyDAIf Hattersley with his
son Paul (right) and daughter Cheryll (lef)3 June 2012.
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The field at Bursledon, where BSS6 and troops were stationed prieDayDBack row: Alf
Hattersley (with walking stick) with some of his descend&dsghter Cheryll with husband Chris

Cole (left); son Paul (right) with two of Al f&s
Brackley right). Front: t hr ee adchildéeh,ffransleft sogight¥sming, Araetiat g r a
and Jamie Lu (Louviserad Kevin Lubés children). 18 June 2012.

It snowed that winter. All we had was a ground sheet and hameaatkTo try to stave off
the cold, we would leave our diarm on while sleeping at niglaind pull our oilskins over us.
We never slept well.

There wee no showers and no hot watereWashed under a cold tap in the field. We were
always cold. To get a shave, we would get our mess tins and collect hot water from the
cookhousebut it was cal before we got back to the ablutions hut (doorless as | necall!
the other side of the field

The army was strictly disciplined. But as Navy lads, we were left alone and could muck
about.Sometimes, to amuse oursehatsight in the tentwe would throw tin cans at each
other in the darkness. We made a hell cicket.
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We would often go to have a night out in Southampton, by train from Bursledon Station (also

still there).Coming back home on the last train was interesfling! train would be blacked

outin case enemy aircraft were about. At Bursledon Station wieegot off, the ticket

collector would hold his cap out to collect the tickets as the army lads bustled through the
exit. He would have been amused at what he f
pieces of cardboard, half a single ticket, olhp@s a platform ticket! | once travelled back

from Bristol all the way to Bursledon on a platform ticket!

In March 1944we were senbn leavefor ten days. We were told this would be our last leave

for sometime. Having been on previous landings&itily andReggia it wasnot hard
why. Joan and | hoped that | wouldtdgeave about June or July 19#4get married, two

years after we had first met. Unfortunately, General Eisenholmeouslyhad other

arrangements for me in June 1944!

So therewas no time to losé@ne weekend proposed to Joan and we decided to get married
assoonaspossible asked her father (Sid) for her han
(financially that is!). | relied confidently fi Y e s . 0 agffeedJodn add | uskto find

this quite an amusing story to tell in our later yeaosisidering that we struggled financially

in the first part of our marriage while raising our three children (Cheryll, Paul and Stephen)
Marriage

Within a week (which these dayvould be ahost impossible), whad arranged a white

weddingfor 11 Marchat S Mary Redcliffe parish church iBristol, by special licencéNe

had organised the churdiaxis,aphotographer and a reception at the Windsor Hotel on

Durdham Downs in Clifton, BristolThis leftonly about three daysut of my leavefor

honeymoon which wasat 21 Fitzgerald Road, 0 a n 6 s q@m& m eawer Kriowléh

Our financial situationwa&ildé af t er ,thdvieg utlised all the goney we had

received as wedding presefis the wedding itselfl remembeihaving to borrow ten
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shillings (20 old pennies ohalf a quid, equal to 50 pence @imodern British pound) to

complete a round of drinks at the piNBverthdéess’ poor but happy!

Mrs Edge

| returned tahe armycampat Bursledorafter our weddingJoanvisited me aanumberof

times in Southampton befoBDay on &' June 1944The first time was 1 AprilThe last

time was about two weeks beforellay.

Joan used to stay at digs in SouthamptoMr s Ed ge 0 s . aldvelgoldbBvdrgae. wa s
Her husband hableen a crew member on the SS Titanic and had drowned in that tragedy

Mrs Edge told ushatnearly every household in the street wherelistee had lost someone

as crew in the Titanic sinkinig April 1912

| used to &ke your mum to dances in Southamp®N. lads always changediaNavy

uniform when we left camp or went on lea@ one occasion, | booked a taxi to drive Joan

from Botley where the dance was, backto® Edgeds. Thandwesstarted di dn ot
walking the five or six miles to Southamptaloan could not walkery easilyin her dancing

shoes, so we took to the grass verge where possible.

While walking along the road in the darkness, a car came towards us with heatitrghesd

for the blackoutiwave d it down, and it happened to be t
t hought vy o u dddwduidengveriet acmglisie sailodownd h e SasJaan dot

back to her digs Oland | walked back to the camp.

D-DAY AND THE NORMANDY LANDINGS

Preparationand theChannelcrossing

By the end of May 1944here were masses of troops in the Southampton area. These
included British, Canadian and US troopsir®each signals unit was movexa wooded

area in the New Forest (Hampshjragainunder canvadiere | joined the Frenci€Canadian
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Le Regiment de la Chaudiengart of the 8 Brigadeof the 3¢ Canadiarinfantry Division,
which was to assault 6Juno Beachd in Normand
All of the original 36 of our beach signals unit were with the Canadians (except our two
comrades who had died on the way to Syracuse)hiBytime, we had two officergjeut.

Morgan and a new Sub Lieartant and two replacement signallers.

We were brieéd extensively about our role on@ayin Operation Overlord The camp was
surrounded by barbed wire. Mme was allowed outside for the whole weeilor to the

landing, set for 8 June. We were issued with French moneytaiaicertainlandingdetails

though not the location of the beach head

During the night early on'4June we were taken by lorry to Southampton Docks. Each lorry
was accompanied by an offioghe driver)with instructions that ne@ne should tallor

whisper until on board the landing crafrriving at the deks amid a stream of lorgetanks

and other vehicles, | boarded an Lf@1 the journey across the English Channel.

BSS6was split up among other types of landingci@ftr kit Wwag 6§ awha lht
included a gas mask each and one Lanchesgeit@achine gun) between us. (Every citizen

in Britain had in fact been issued with gas masks duringvéine We wore army uniform as
usual

Thelandings were put back 24 howsdwe remained oboard all that time, on decBefore

we set sail, all the troops received leaflets from both General MontgomémyQQ1 Army
Group) and General Eisenhower (Supreme HQ, Alliepeitionary Force)(Appendices 4 &

5). We did notdepartuntil nearly midmght on the & June It was a pretty rough crossing.

One incident on the way over | shall never forget. It is amusing in retrospect, but we were all
too nervous to think so at the time. A coder in our signals group on the LCI declared he was

feeling veryseasick. He had false teeth so, anticipating he was @bwainit, he took his
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teeth outwrapped them up in a handkerchief and put them labls pocket for safe

keepingwhile he leant over the side and threw up.

Of course, the inevitable happenedteh he finished, he went to wipe his mouth witk h
handkerchief from his pocket andthe teeth went in the drink. Budo you know, by the

time we were returning from Franbe had a new set of teeth provided for him by the

services

Juno beach

We reahedthe coastat Juno beach Juneat a place called BerniexSur-Mer, eightmiles

from Caernwhich isa towninland from the beaciWe were in the second assault wave |

think. Everyone was very tense and qui@h the rurto the beachthe LCI to ourright side

hit a mineand blewup. | remember seeing a sailor flying through the Apparently, the one

on our left was also hit.understand thahe record shows that one third of the landing craft
were lost on Juno Beachuckily ours got through umsithed.

Rocketshipsfired over our heads from the ships behind us. The rockets seemed like shoals of
arrows. One of our planes mistakenly flew into a shoal whila# sirafing the beach

positions’ it blew upin a flash Artillery shells were also beinfiyed from somewhere

inland. Asa shellcame overthere would be a soft whiz sound and the air over my head

would somehow changin retrospect, guesd was sensin@ change in aipressureThis

would be followed by a loud explosion further out to.9darker shells, by contrast, which
were also being fired, would first o6plopd 1in
We had attached all we could to our webbing (waist/body belts) so that we could easily
unclasp the belt button and slip the lot off in case wettvadvim for it. We advised the

soldiers to do the same if possible.

We hit the beachnd out we went. As we were wading ashord, u mpi ng Joe)d (a t ¢

was next to me. He had a very he®adioType 18 on his back. He stumbled and fell head
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first into the waterl grabbed him with my left arrand someone else to his left grabbed him
onthat side. Between us, we dragged him onto the beach until he could manage to stand up
by himself.

After ourdashup the beach, | took cover under the sea juatlto the right hand side af
conspicuoudooking housethreestories high, with gables and timber, almost Elizabethan
style features on its wall$he sea wall was only about two threefeet high, but high

enough! It was a wonderful feeling to haeached cover on the shore unscathed.

| remember about six Germans coming out ofttbese with their hands raisechdy took

cover under the sea wall alongside me, whilst we hoisted the RN white ensign flag on the sea
wall railings.We used this house asr main signal station between shore and the
headquarters ship for our area of the beach.

The house is still therésaw itagainfifty years later There is a photograph of it in the photo
albumthat Joarand Iprepared for our childreafter our tripto Juno beach 1994 orthe

50" anniversary of EDay. The house also features in newsreels of the timengrsbn Paul

tells me a clipn a Canadian documentary of the landings made many yearfatbe

Canadian Broadcasting Commissidentures th houseln the clip, an LCI is approaching

Juno beach, the door goes down, and there is the house. This LCI must haxerypebkrse

to the one | was on.

Thehousewas the only one on the beachfront at Bernistgsvier that the Germans had left
standingduring their occupation. It has been fully renovatgatel994 and noticed in a

recent newspaper clippir{g.33)thatthe houses nowknown ad_a Maison des Canadiens.
Another newspaper cuig of June 1994 (see Appendix'6 from a Bristol local pagr, the
0Shimge&wes Ray Priddleds brief account of the

beach unit, but had been on another boat. Our signals unit of 36 Royal Navy men had been

32



Royal Navy World War |11 experiences’ Signal ma

spread among different landing craft and ships to ensure enoughwotilesget ashore to do

our job.

From troops
to tourists:
Normandy
60 years on

Bayeux, right, was the first townto be  }
liberated by the Allies on June 7, 1944,
Troops from the XXX British Corps
marched in without firing a shot, leaving
its historic buildings intact. The British
Army had its headquarters here for
several weeks. The timbered building
on the right is now a tourism office.

Below: La Maison des Canadiens was the
only beachfront property the Germans
had left standing in Bernieres-sur-Mer,
50 they could use it as an observation
post. It was the first house to be liberated

by Canadian troops and is now splitinto |
two holiday homes. |

The Beach Msterin charge of beach operatiowas a naval oftier called Commander

Maude Heand his team of junior officedictated most of the messages passed to the HQ
ship, which was in overall control. | remember Commander Maude asealsgjve chap,

with a full beard, black leggings, a stiekdthe roar of a bulvith which ke blasted many

amy officers in charge of troogder not clearing the beaajuickly enough and moving

inland.

| was at Juno beach about a we@k.one of these days, | was sheltering behind a wall one
day, eating my food out of a mess tin when | heard a tank, with a rotating flail at its front,
clearing minebehind me somewher8uddenly there was a flash and a loud explosion, as a

mine blew up. | was not harmed in any wastunately, but | guess things would have been

33



Royal Navy

Worl d

Wa r

experiences’

different if it had not been for that wall. There was a cloud of dust and when | looked down at

my food, it wa covered.

Not long after landing we were allowed to send a postcard and message to our loved ones. |

sent

one to Joan

would follow.

NOTHING Is to be written on this side, except
the date fid Wgnature of the sender. Sentences
_j "ot required may be erased. If anvthing else Is
g added the post card cannot be forwarded. *
T 7

S 'M

N~

E POSTED IN THE SHIP

a I am quite well.
L h & o Jos 1 1 1

0 o P
woundedsy-and-hope=tobe discharged-soon:

Letter follows at first opportunity.
<}
- Fheme-recrirori—m-lattar-from. you
»{w{ateiy

(+for-adong-ting.,

on

9

June

Signature =
only 2o

THIS CARD MuUs

W

52-6402.

23/9 [25

75 SRk

fary Dr3 D

On another occasion, | rememhaoking skywards and being astoundgdhe hundreds of

allied planes coming ifrom over the sean their wayto drop bombs on Caen in daylight.

)
AT -
Zt wf'( .u(’.y‘
4

Lyt e

Date..... 3. L0k KLl .

1 9'4 dnd that a ldttert

her

Then we would see them all coming back. Once | saw a couple of parachutes coming down,

but I
One of our
reputation

coders while at

a s abit df whedleel elad v & |

w a s Imedthe aismem had lamthed in thenk or on land.

Juno was

kan o wn

Signal ma

as

tHea twaiss assi gned

cook, though he knewothing about cooking and never looked clean! He would draw rations

from the army. One of our favourites was tinned soup; it was American and very acceptable.

One day he saide would make us a special treatjam roly-poly puddings. He called us

when thg were ready and we saw that he had cooked them in his grey socks! We questioned
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him about whether he had washed his socks first aithireed to have done thiso we ate

the roly-poly.

Mulberry harbour at Gold Bach

Whenthesae al | ed O Mul ber ry ldtaoldhBeackmt@rromanshes; o mp |l et e
several miles to the west of Juno, a few of our section were movedWeraanned large

pill box at the exit of thisemporary harboulVe used to sleep in bunks in a dugin the

German defences.

Our job was to pass messages to and from the shore about the lakidisigst the
communicéions with ships were by radio, including orders, but we sent no coded messages.
Communications traffic concern@aformationsuch asiumber of prisoners taken, casualties,
whether tanks had been land=detera.

Tanks, lorris and other vehicles would come off the ships from the harbour and pass along
the beach right in front of us. Unknown to me at the timve,of my brothes-in-law who

were in the British armyiandedon Mulberryat Normandy at Arromanckeand would have
passed right byne! These weréded Skidmore” one of Joanidtheanwéerbr ot he
other brother was Ron) andLes Bilsby,who was married to one of my sistéhene.

The beach was often shelled by a large German gun which apparently bedatdoghbut

of a tunnel furthealong the shore somewhere. Omdgen Jimmy Priddle and | were inside

the pillbox,a shell landedvith a big orange ball of firgist infront of us and hit a lorrywe

were unscathed becausekily we happened to be sat down belowlehwe| of thepillbox

slit andso wereprotected byts threefoot thick pillbox wall.

We were shwered with stones and du€wr signals equipment and pham&d been sat on

the concretsaill in the open pillbox aperture and were blowmpieces.This would have been

our fate if we had been stood up sigmgjlor looking out to the beach. Yeataher fortunate
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escapeThe pillboxhas been dismantled now, but when | visited the beach in1994¢
could still identify its exact location because the concrete si@seemained

We manned this signal station until the Port of Cherbourg was captunedt have been
posted aArromanches for about two weekiserefore because historically the dockyard of
Cherbourg did not surrender to the Americans until 27 1944

We were then told that Beach Signals Section Number 6draedts purposeand was to be
disbanded. Wwere tosail to Englandand be reassigned

RETURN TO ENGLAND

All 36 memberof BSS6boarded a Landing Ship Tank (Cpwhich had justlisembarked
tanks at the Mul berry harbour. Most of wus ju
B 0 yhad also persuaded theLS&rew to load about three or four wooden cases chdis

well . We wondkRayd hvahdti mAtrhe cases.

O0Arty Boyd is back r owofphotdBSSGapRooles.on in from t he
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We slept in bunks on the ISand on the voyadeack to England overnighte decided to

take a lookin the boxesvithout Arty knowing. They were full of cigarettes, bully beef and

other rations which he had purloined during his time as cook. We took all the contents out of

the boxs and scouted arourttle LST in the darkness for alternative conteMe filled the

boxesup with things like nuts, bolts, and other bits and gseand resealed théiwe shared

the booty amng us, so we had about eigims offood or othetreatseach.

Inthe morningwelashe d and of f leyoGa d(enda vi anl GeBLdlb)ridMe sdidor P or |
nothing to Artyand he had no reason to suspect anything. Our hammocks and gear were

taken from us, as usual, and we were sent on leave just in our naval uniforms.

| went to21 FitzgeraldRoadin Bristol to see Joan of course. | gawerthe tins of foocand

other items (courtesy of Artyphe was delighted, not having seen some of the delicacies for

quite some time.

When we got back tPompeyéf r om | eave, O0Arty Roalbis said sonm
6clothingé that had been in the wooden cases
said he would need to put in a formal claim, which he did. He managed to get reimbursed for
his |l ost o6clothing6, buthathadreally beerrintisedixes anyt h
and we never let on what we had done.

Back at barracks, we were all asked whether we wanted to go back t@HMi®naldn

Scotlando join another Beach Signalsitibeing formed to be sent to the Far East, or be

assigned o gener al RN service. Il opted for the |
| was now married and wanted to take my chances at being nearer home.

Andso it was that BSS6 was finaltiisbandedWe had been together sindevember 1942

and had eperienced much togethéti/e had no formadlisbanding or special farewell we

justwent to other postings iourones or twos.
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MILFORD HAVEN

| was assigned to the Small Boats UniRempeydand lived athe barracks. | was then
drafted as the lone signalman aboard a merchant navy tug, operating out of Milford Haven
southwest Wales

It was lovely on théug. Food was much better than in the RN. | had no boss or naval officer
in charge ome. | would mo#y just send signals from the tug to the signal station at the
harbour entrance as the tug sailed in and out of harbour.

One nightl received a signal from the signal station that we should set imesadiately A
French freighteran old coal burnemwas in distress and needed assistance and thevagéw
needrescuing. It was a cold night and the sea vagrough.

We eventually came upon the freighter and came alongside on the lee sides3dlavas
foundering and therew needed to be taken ofthe only way this cald be done was either

by ropesor the crew would need to jump from one vessel to the other, as we had no special
gear for such an event. Néaall the crew weresuccessfullyescuedexceptone unfortunate
soul whq it was saidhad fdlen between the two boats and was lost.

As we returned to port in rough séaeeded to signdhe situatiorto the signal station. | was
next to herescued-rench captaimand hesteadied me dssignalledby Aldis lamp. He had

one arm around me amide other around the magis he was holding me, | could see that
tears were streaming down his fatke freightethadsunkand one of his crew wagst

Another incident | remembaeavas being awoken once in the middle of the night because the
shore statin was flashing a signal. The signal said that one of the shipsharbeur was
dragging its anchaand we needed to warn other freighters in port about the danger. We
could only dathis by sailing around the harbour, calling abbut the threand, & it turned
out,no damagevas doneThe harbour was also a base for Sunderland flying boats which

operated in the Atlantic.
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While still assigned to the tug August 1944| happenedo be onseven days leave to
Bristol. Unfortunatelyl became veryisk with the flu while on leavandneeded to be
hospitalisedor quite some time, at Barrow Gurney Hospital just west of Briktolust have
been whilestill on leave in September that our daughter Cheryll was conceived.

While | was away someone else tamler my duties in Milford Haven and that was the end
of my nice cushy job on the twghich | had enjoyed for some monthseturned tdarracks

in Portsnouth Next | learned that aewmotor torpedo boatTB) crew was being formed
and | was to be part @f When the skipper had a complete crew, weetlloff for Falmouth

in Cornwalland picked up our vesse&thich was a D ClasFairmile Motor Torpedo Boat.
MTB AND THE NORTH SEA

ORunning ind at Hol yhead

| candt r e c her butamipretty BlifeBt was eitner MTB 749 or MTB 794!

son Paul has shown me two bopksitten by Leonard Reynoldapout MTB and Motor
Gunboat (MGB)ctions in WWII in home waters have tried to identify with more certainty
from these book#/hich MTB and flotilla | joined.

On page 15 9Dog BoatRa Watl®98dSsitton Publishing, Stroud UKletre is a
picture ofthecrewof MTB 749 (64" flotilla) takenin 1944while the vessel was involved in
Operation Neptune (mindle a y i nrdgy tdendf 1944),ie before | joinedny MTB. |
recognise a Leadingathd in this picture (first sailor on the left, front rowdMTB 749

might be the vessel | joined. Butdcognise nane else in the picture.

If indeed | wason MTB 749in the 64" Flotilla, then unknown to me at the time, | was in the
same flotilla as a Lt Frank Thoms¢nRNV R Roy a | N aReserveWbolserved e e r
on MTB 728 in 1945. Frank Thomson was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross for an

action with Eboats in the North Sea in 1943ut he was also the brother of Lt Alex

ThomsonRNVR, who later marrie@oreen Martinad wr ené ( WRNS'" Womendés R

39



Royal Navy World War |1 experiences’ Signal ma

Naval Servicg Their first daughterAnne, was born in 1949 know thisnow, becausénne

was | ater to becom872my son Paul 6s wife (

Quite irteresting if this is the case! Howeven, the other hand, | may have got the numbers

round the wrong ay (!) andl joinedMTB 794 (68" Flotilla)! This was a new vessel, my son

tells me that was not commissionenhtil 22 December 1944 he newMTB 794 sounds

more likely perhaps, becauiest of all we set offrom Falmoutlf or &6 rnWn ntirngalis .
Furthermore, Rey n ol d'Fitillaboda adt comneeace opdrations tmdlt  t h e

January 1945 out of Yarmouth, which is exactly what veeawo do later

® MTB754

IR

UL s |
MTB 794 in December 1944, The uimote wortime MTB with four 18in fopedo fube, wo OF powerapesoted &dis ond twin 20mm erkon,
(Courtesy, John Lombert)
After joiningthe MTBinFal mout h, we sailed around Landods
Wales)fortheér unning iné trials. Trials included f
officerwould@al | out fASteaddtheodBreadyrebireg! job was

freighter to let them knowhe momentve had fired.

Several MTBs would practice having shots at the freighter. The officers from the various

MTBs had a competition going about who was the most successful. On onealaarti

practice shoofortunatelywithoutthe use ofictualdummy torpedoed,was as usual down

by the side of the bridge while th& Lieutenanc a|l | ed @[ St e a dyknowiBto e ady .
the officer, | accidentally flashed too gar]  ocema doySHt. kne@vthissyn d | di dndét o
up. But | was impressed later when | heard that.eeutenant had been commendedtes

most accurate torpedo aimer that day!

40



Royal Navy World War |1 experiences’ Signal ma

Great Yarmouth

Our MTB sailed from Holyhead around toe North Sea an@reat Yarmoutt{Norfolk) to

begin active serviceNe joined a flotilla of about five or six MTBggain the records suggest

MTB 794). | spent heremainder of the war in Europe tre MTB operatng from Great

Yarmouthand patrolling the coasts of Belgium and Holland two nights oavery three.

As signalman | was in charge of identification signals and two @03 inchVickers

machine guns, one on each side of the shipos
guns until 1 joined the MTB. None taught me and so | had torfeanyself. In Holyhead, we

would be given practice by firing at a tow behind a plane. | was always firing too late and

never hit the tow. Bythen | never hit the plane either!

- W&

The Vickers 6.0. 0.30347ch an o twan Merk V mounting, fitted in all the class, ond mounted in the spanson:
J. L

of the Bridge. (Courtesy, John
Lembert)

A nightds operation woul d begivette brigatebrhe f | ot i
destroyer already out at sea waiting for us to join it. The MTBs would follow this lead ship in

a line. We signalled to each other with a small blue light. We wsaildo somewhere

offshore near Belgium or Holland and tretnpenginesand wait The Germasiwould sail

small freighters up and down the coast to run the block&davere ther¢o intercept and

sink as many as possible.
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The corvette/frigate/destroyer would send a message back to us about a detected convoy size,
direction,speedetcetera. The MTBs would all tuthrough 90 degrees or so asul
commence &ide sweep to intercept the convoy. In order to avoid firing on each other, lights

on our masts would flashpae-designated colour, for example red or green.

Picture gven to us just after VE Dayf an MTB Flotilla at seadurs?).

We would exchange identification signals about every hour so that we could distinguish

friend from foe. One of my jobs was to control these lights and run them up the mast every
hour.We had aecounters with German-Boatsor freighters on rare occasigns and | donot
know that our flotillaever sank anything.

In fact, as far as | know,dersonallynever hit any enemy objeatsr shot anyone throughout

the whole of WWII. In the North Sea, | wasver actually called upon to fitke Vickers

gunsin anger, Ehough our main armamef(ttonsisting of two twin 0.5 inch calibre guns and

a Bofors gunjvassometimes in action.
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| remember only onparticularly dramati@ctionfor our flotilla, in which aa MTB collided

with an Eboat. | did not see éincident. Both vessels sarilhe general viewrecallwas

that Eboats were faster and superior to our MTB& my son tells me that althouBhitish
MTBs were slower, they were better armed

VE Day

The Daily Sketch newspapéook a pictureof our flotillab s ¢ o mb i oné¢hd quaysidew s
in Great Yarmoutlon Victory in Europe (VE) day (8May 1945. | was there (marked in the
picture below) andur MTBs are in the backgroun@nreo f o ur MTWwBod lhewc r e w
quite wellbut whose name escapes, inad previously been on a minesweeper which was
blown up by a minén the Mediterranean. He had been the only survivorb@edme very
religious. Hewas very well knownn Great Yarmoutlat the timeas he usedtpreach from

the quayside.

MTB Flotillads cr ews MMayl19¥8VittDascgpturedNaziHoatflagout h, 8
Alf Hattersley is on edge of left hand side, halfway down, at right end of drawn line.
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After VE D aompaoyreturnsdiyam o $ortmouth, to the Royal Marines
barracks. The shi psds c onaxpsentp Plymnawh todawastp er s e d,
reassignmeniOne special day in midune, | received a telegram that | had become the father

of a baby girl (Cheryll, born on ¥une 1945). | was very proud and happy but unable to
celebrate with anyone because | was with personnel that I did not know.

FAR EAST

Joining the Fleet Minesweeper HMS LibertyPartland

In Plymouthl was still awaitinga newposting As the war with dpan was still raging, |

hoped | would not be sent to the Far EAsid, as luck would have it, Japan surrendered

before | next set sail overseasd better still,| also had leave to see Joan and our baby
daughterV-J (Victory in Japan) Day was SeptemBe'.

Later n Septemberwasorderedo join a fleet minesweeper (HMS Libeitys e e Appendi X
7) at Portland (Dorset).did not knowfor sure where we were to sail, but gues$édvelled

by rail andalightedat the main railway station at Weymoutmaght and got a lorry to

Portland, arriving there at midnight. | reported to the office at the base to say | was the
signalman for HMS Liberty. She was moored out in the harbour and was to sail the next day.
The Petty Officer said he would signal the dfoigay | had arrived. | sat on my kit bag on the

quay, frozen, waiting for the motor launch from the Liberty to pick me up.

There werghreeother ninesweeprs in the Harbour, HMS HarelMS Jeweland HMS

Welcome Therewasalsma 6By mé (B. Y. M. , Br, HMSi Teodddaydar d Mi n
smaller type ofvoodenminesweeper for shallow waterogether, lhevessels were to form

the 10" Minesweeper Btilla which wasto sail to the Far East to clear mine fiel@s. despite
cessatiorof hostilities with Japan, | would still be going to the Far East.

The vessels wensaiting for HMS Courieto join them.Courier had the most senior office

on board and he was to command the flotillach would comprissix vessels in allBut
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Courier ha broken down, so our sailing was delayed for 24 hours. We were allowed to go
ashore and went by lorry to Weymouth for the day. In the evening when we got back, there
was another 24 hour delay; another day off in Weymouth! This happened three times.
Courig eventually arrived, so in October 194&ek sailon HMS Libertyfor the Far Easas

part of the 18 Minesweeper Flotilla. Our voyage was to be Gibraltar, Malta, through the
Suez Canal to AdethenColombo (Ceylori now Sri Lankg, Penang(Malaya’ now
Malaysig, Sngapore, Mara (Philippines)ynd finally to Hong KongOur role would be to
clearmine fieldsfor 2i 3 months alonghe coast of China and around the islands.

The voyage to Hong Kong

Sailing toMalta

On board Liberty, | needed to brugpon my flag hoist signald had not usediem since
training back in 1942, sbrevised using the Flag Signals Book (FSB/e sailed through to
Gibraltar alright and then set sail for Malta.

On the way we had a boxing competitibmas to fight a cookwhowas a small, thiclset,
stout fellow. | was a foot taller, bhie was a proper amateur bogerhe slaughtered me. But

| lasted a few rounds and got a few hits in.

—
TR A e

The Bridge of HMS Liberty.a8ling in the MediterranearnQctober1945.

| was on theébridge with Lieut. Morgan at the time.

45



Royal Navy World War |1 experiences’ Signal ma

A few days later he fell ill. The medical artificer on board attended him. Theya @actor

on board the Courier aridenta message to him describitige symptoms (low abdominal

pains).The message back frottne doctor said it was possibgppendicitis and the artificer

was told to put ice on his abdomemlid wonder ifit was anything to do with our boxing

bout but probably ndtAs far as | know that was the end of it.

| also did some mbomebabdbbwobbddpaye®d O(Cwes o
(6t hruppence6). The money would go into a fu
The day before we were due to arrive at Malta, a terrific storm bleM/epvere sailing

along,thethird in line behind Couriefleading) A signal came from Couriérom its top

mast AiBl ue 1880a %$hgsal m e alhships gnusiiterml&0 dggreesc y

to port, togethero. Such signals must be rep
The navigating of fi ciedr yoonu Lgiebte rtthyastisaghl udn cteo? ome
slang for a signalman. itde r i ves f r o m, référnngto buntigg thatsignalmen 6
hoistedup for signals in years gone)bfwellye s 6 | sai d, Abut he shoul
ABl oody i fllcersdidsTbecorréctprecedure was for the sender to send it twice,

then for all receivers to acknowledge with a flash that they had received it, and finally for the
senéértosendafits econd f | as h, ,upmaihich allghipdhButdexecutd e 6

the order.

| didndt send athefdlBa s lesigdaBbbaesé wedadlreeeivgdeonly one,

nor did we intend to comply with the order at that instant. However, all the other ships in the

flotilla must have decided to act, because abttiex ecut e d si gnal they all
together while we steamed straight ahead! Then Courier flashed to us on its main signal

lamp (notthetopmast) 6 Bl ue 18006 twice, then OExecuteo.
Another signabooncameto us from Courier,@questingpur Capain to contact Courier

immediately. | went to th€aptain who wasskeep below. | was dripping wigt my oilskins,

46



Royal Navy World War |1 experiences’ Signal ma

and said to him that he needed to come immediately and talk to Courier by radio. I did not

mention the incident. He went ims pyjamas to the radio room, and later came back to the

bridge and said that when wetgo port, he was to report with the sagman to the Courier.
Thenavigating officerl had been with on the bridge the time of the incidepgaid to me

ADonoérty wBbunce! o

Ashore at Vdktta (Malta), the Captain and | went abodel CourierThe Captain went o

the Flotilla Commander OAler afewaminateswecanhesut.! wai t e
ACome on, Bunceo he said, nthadhdppehed. He hor eo. N
explained that the Courier signalman hadrba the cabin and had got dlboking from the

Flotilla Commander, as he had made the error.

His excuse had been that he thought the ships had been too close to the rocks (the reason for
theemer gency action) and so he had decided to
OExecuted signal to hasten the action. Funni
during the whole incident, because | knew | had done nothing wrong.

Penang and Singapor

| remember a few other things about the voyage to Hong Kong. At Penang we went ashore

and | bought Joan some wedgeeled shoes there; | knew her shoe size. | traded cigarettes

for them. The flotilla set sail for Singapore next.

En routethere was anothr si gnal ling incident. This ti me
correctly, so we turned to port at OExecutebod
Someone on board, perhaps the signalman, had made a mistake. The vessel cut right across

our bawvs as it plied straight ahead while we turned to port. It seemed that we missed it by

only a few feet! Needless to say, someone else got a bollocking when we arrived in

Singapore.
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|

L-acisrrinopaisns b

-------

AboardHMS Liberty in Colombo, Ceylon, Nember 1945.
Left phota Alf Hattersleyon the bridgeusing an Aldis signal lamp
Rightphota Alf Hattersley(left) and Derek Bakerright, from Bristol) on the flag deck.

There were quite a few Japanese navy ships in Singapore harbour, all with debkisad

and guns pointing downwards to signify they had surrend@tezly were still manned by

Japanese sailotBough We were anchored very close to a Japanese destroyer. | was on early
watch (48 am). At daylight, | remember seeing all the Japanese an deck, exercising in

their whites. Meanwhile, our crew were all fast aslstdfd We were waiting in Singapore for

our sailing orders, and were able to go ashore quite a few times.

One day Ireceived aignalby lampto say that a message would follovacknowledged.

Then a very long message starteakckily an articifer gunner (a Bristoliazalled Derek

Bakerwho knew Joan actually) was chatting next
message down dustas well | did, because it was the longest messhge kbver takerall in

code and | wouldnét have .got it all/l it had
It was the complete sailinorders from Singapore to Méenjand included a detailed course

out of Singapore harboun ivoid sunken Japanese ships. | was able to take the message to

the coding room to be decoded without aegd for repetitionAt one point sailing out of
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Singapore harbour, | remember the skipper saying that we should now be passing the mast of
a sunkership on our port side. Sure enough, there it was, arshilexl pasit.

Manila

We now headed for Borneo and the Philippines. We sailedaligathe north coast of

Borneo,what is now the Malaysian coast of Sarawak and Ssiiadhsvith Brunei in

betweenAt Manila we reeived a signal from a US Nawghip telling us where to anchor.

The buggers had put wus right on the outside
readily.

We were allowed to take leave ashore. Our boats would be packed withyasattars as

possible to maximise owhoretime. On one of these occasionsy ankee speed boat saw us
making the long crossing to the quayside. He raced towards us and sped round and round our
boat togive us a rough time. As it was full, theboat narly capsized. We yelled out #fie

names under the sun to thankee boatout they thought it was a great joke amere all

laughing.

We went ashore with Malayan currency and our uniforms stuffed with English cigaiettes
exchange for whatever we bdugin Malaya our garettes had fetched a high price. But we

were surprised when we went to a bar to buy drinks with Malayan datidra/ere refused.

Even ar cigarettes were rejected A No goodo, the barman said. \
anywhere else eithefhe locals had got used to dealing with the Americans and their
superiorquality cigarettes andhore valuableurrency.

Eventually we found a place where they were serving free doughnuts and coffeentted

me of beinglikeroung Mends @Gtion (YBIGCA) hostet ack hramelt was all

we could find! As we were aflat around a table, a group adinkee sailors gathered around
takingtheMi c k e y oYou Brits &re taodate! Wie valready beaten the Japkey

boasted@andnowyod ot turn up when itdés all over! 6, ¢
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Some of us got stroppy, pointing out that thehad taken years to join the war and that we

had been inhe war for much longer than they hédtdgot quite serious and neadgme to

blows but as they out numb er eedhe firg to btayt a figatand we
it all ended without serious incident.

There were terrific storms on the voyage from Manila to Hong Kong. It was so tfratgh
sometimesve couldonly see each other in the flotilla when two or more ships were
simultaneously atop the crest of wav&¥k could see the screws of our sister ships oght

of the water on occasion.

This was the only time in the navy that | was seasick. Iheasingso badlythat |sometimes
retchedup blood. Nevertheless, | remad at my station when rosterasl did the other two
signalmen aboard. At one point in the storms, we thought we had loc&ymdbut we all
eventuallyarrived safely in Hong Kong.

Hong Kong

Arriving in Hong Kong harbour, we immediately became surrounded by Chinese junks. They
had nets out from over their sides. The Chinese on board were trying to catch any waste food
in our refuse and any other garbage we threw overboard. They were starvingsawl we

them fighting over the scraps of food they landed on deck, eating soggy bread and any other

scraps. This happened the whole time we were there.

HMS Liberty, Fleet Minesweeper, moored in Hong Kong. December 1945.
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Again, we went ashore from time to #mThe dock gates at Hong Kong were manned by
huge Indian police carrying long batons. Outside the gates, dozens of prostitutes were waiting
for the sailors. Some were very young | r eme

collar, all outcompetingne another about the price.

HMS Liberty (left) and Chinese junks and sampanklong Kong harbour1945.
[Some other photos on Liberty are at Appendix 8]

On one occasiorg Bristol lad and | finally goaway from the mekg into a side street. But

the girls followed us. They went especially for him, trying to pull his trousers down in a

doorway. He resisted. No sooner did he pull his trousers ugtbgmpulled thendown

again This went on for a whilbut eventually thegave up and left us alone.

We were aboutiB weeks in Hong Kong. Three or four ships from our flotilla would sail up

the China coast to a designated area to clear mines, for example a bay. Each trip comprised

one day sailing to the area, one sweeping,aatiird day for the return. Chinese would

accompany us so that they could let everyone know in the designated area on the day we
arrived, that on the following day the bay should be kept clear so we could clear mines.
Sweeps were done as follows. Minessger s woul d sai l in a |line a
behind. We would each put our two paravanes (sweeps) out behind us. These are long wires
with cutters at their ends. As the cutters cut the underwater cables mooring the mines, the

mines would popuptotreur f ace behind us. The &é6Bymé woul

0.5 inch armoupiercing heavy rifles in order to sink, not explode them.
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Some of the crew of HMS Liberty. Signalman Alf Hattersley is in back 6o left, with telegraphists
either side of him, and 6Barny6 (another Signal man) c
orderly, the middle sailor a signalmaandthe rightsailor (with glasses) a codelNames to faces not recalled
now, but there are some notes on the back of the pho
Hong Kong, 12 December 1945
Arriving at one particular bayve found it full of local fishing vessels. They had ignaitesl
previous dayo6s warning to avoid the area tha
have been givethewarning Carry on with the sweep. 0 So w
popping up. The fishing boats scatteesdquickly as they couland soa none could be seen.
None hit a mindortunately
On another occasion, | went ashore with an officer at one of the bays to give the advance
notice of a sweep. | had never before seen anything like it in all my life, nor have I since. At
the market stalleear the shore, all kinds of beetles, bugs and other insects were for sale to
eat, wrapped up in paper bags. A little inla

thought. Nearby was a pit full of human excrement. It was for spreading as feotisehe

rice paddy fields. ONo more rice for me! 6 |
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A bit further on, there was another surprise, this time a pleasant one. We came upon a
wonderful house and gardeear a plantation and had a good look around. They were both
absolutely beautifl and perfectly kept, and their beauty and peacefulness has left a lasting

i mage in my mind. We didndét see anyone whil e

Ly |

The crew of HMS Liberty. Hong Kong, 1946.Alf Hattersley is togifet of t he c2%amvdromi n t he p
the top, far rght in the photo.

Ships in our flotilla each formed a cricket team so we could have a cricket competition. The

pitch was cork matting. In orad the firstmatchesl remember, | was batsmen number 3 or 4.

Up came thdéowler. | never saw the ball anchit the wicket. It turned out this particular

bloke had been a player fone of the English Countytean8lo t hen it di dnét s
Needless to say, | was put lower down in the batting order from then on. | hathgitseh p

cricket previously in th@avy, at Great Yarmoutlvhere | used to do stumping for the team.

Because | scored 54 a matctonce | was even maglcaptain. So | supposethat coul dndt

have beemoo hopeless, compad with other RN lads at least.
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MY LAST DAYS IN THE ROYAL NAVY

Hometo England

After being 2 3 months in Hong Kongd;IMS Liberty was to sail for Japan. Wieeregiven a

choice of staying on in the RN and sailing with Liberty or being released and dembbbed.

was looking forward to going home to England and my familydezided on a demolWe

weregiven an option of being demobbed in Austratistead of England, witthe possibility

of setting there If | had not been married, | would have considered it very seriously.

| was to be relieed by an RNsignalman arriving fra Australia He was latearriving andthe

day before | was to leave for Englahdyas told | wouldnot be demobbed and woulle
goingtoaApan i f he wasnot .Hen hbaodanrdodt bayr rtihvee dmobryn idn
resgned myself to going to Japan.tBtiabout 4 am on the fateful morning, | was awoken

with the wpetdsydiHereyki t together andThgset ¢t he
was only about three hours before HMS Liberty set baidfive others who were leaving

the ship to go backdme,boarcdthe launcho go ashore. Wwould awaitthe next

availableship to Britain.

Signal man O6Barnyo. HMS Liberty, Far Eas
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| had become friends with a regular RN Signalman while on HMS Liberty can 6t r ec al
hisful nameb ut | k n e w .HeésailedadocsJaparB\&Whemlyés back in England he
wrote to me once telling me all mews It wasavery interestingaccountand gave me an
insight into what | would havexperiencedf my relief hadnot made itto Liberty in ime.

For examplehe had been to Nagasakid Hiroshimahortly after the atom borslwere
dropped on those citiebnfortunately Idid not keeghe letter.

| took passage to the United Kingdom on board HMS Berryheldektasupply shipMy

route home wathe same as the outgoing passaded no official duties on board HMS
Berryhead but its signalman got me and others to help him out from time to time, which we
were glad to do.

Demob and Civy Street

HMS Berryhead docked i8hoeburyness, near SouthemwdSea, Essexrrom thee | took

the train to Plymoutlarriving in Devonport on 5 April 1946. Soon aftewas discharged

from the Royal Navy at HMS Impregnable where | had first reporteduftyrid 1942 My

final demobilisation date was in June 1986.ended my WWII and Royal Navy yeartad
joined as an Ordinary Signalman and left at Signalman rank.

| had been told by Halifax Gas Company that there would be a job for me when I got back
from the war. My wife Joan, however, did not want to leavstBriso | looked for work

there. As | had gasork experience, | tried Bristol Gas Company but they said that they
would give me a temporary jaimly. They ould not guarantee | would be made permanent
as they were giving preference to their own prior eygés who were returning from the

war.

| thought about becoming a policeman and tBedtol police, butl was rejected by them

because | was fivioot and nine and half inches tall, falling short of their five feet ten
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inchesrgui r e ment . Sid suggasted | apply torthe British Railways Police
because it had a lower height requirement, so | did.
| was acceptedndjoined the British Railways Police force in either July or August 1946

did my police training in Caterharserved from 19461951.

BRITISH RAILWAYS POLICE TRAINING SCHOOL.
Seventh Course, October 1948.

G & H BUNCE CATERHAM

M. Littlewood,
Dyne, L. R

. eld
D C. Hawkin R. D. Hardie
n K. H. A, Burrell, M, Willey, S. Stevenson

A.
E. Farebrother, A. Hatt E. P
Marris, G.). Taylor, L

D. L ;
L. M. Kenefick, P. Gower, B. L. D. Lincoin, Insp
(

(L

S J. Lov
nsp. J. Hill, Sgt. J. Vass, Sgi. B.]. Tafli

) (Drill Sgt.)

Alf Hattersley is in the middle row"@n from the left of the photograph.

| left the policedue to increasing hearing problemsich had started soon after the weor
example, | wasn court one day giving evidenead | could not hear what the judge or others
were saying. | transferred to a positioraasounts clerk in the parcels division of British
Railways, a job did until | retired atage58in 1981

| still have some memorabilia from those war years. These include letters and telegrams to
and from my wife Joan, bank notes (low denominations!) that | used while in different

locations, a camphor baxith a unique padlock thatought inHong Kong a few leafletof
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one sort or another (includirige leaflets for servicemen fronGeneraldMontgomery and

Eisenhoweryst prior to DDay ' see Appendices 4 & %nd, of course, my war medals.

| received my medals antbbons in 19471 think it was They weresent throgh the mailko

my homethen 57 Saltmarsh Dre, Lawrence Weston, Bristolhis was Joah and my first

home together. | still have the originatlktcardboard box the medals came in. The box was

sent from O6Director of Nack, yoxHillAuatiments,rBatls, ) , Br an
Somersetod6, with the message:

AThe Secretary of the Admiralty presents his
Commissioners of the Admiralty has the honour to transmit the enclosed Awards granted for
service during the ward394 5 0o .

There were instructions on how to wear the mefthts Order of Mounting). From left to

right (as you | ook at them) i#6GeStmedéal 6aaaoadmp
Star for the Battle of Bri tstarjfordheltalp The 1t aly
campaign); OFrance and Germany Stard (anothe
6The Defence Medal 6(for t hidsWaeNedah(agenesaf Br i t a

war medal | think).

[Paul 6s fydathér endddeo:mem wr i tt en notes he once made about h
hope this has been of some interest to you; it now seem# faemory to me! (Please excuse the writing; |

still candét wusée] my hand very well .)

Alf and his wife Joan lived in Bstol all their married life. Joan died 31 December 20Bristol. Tragically,

Al'f and Joands third and vy osevegveeksearlehonl3dlovBmberdog& n ™ had d
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SICILY

- SIMETO BRIDGE

News in brief

British Overseas  Airways
. Corporation yesterday opened
a L(l: oﬁ%n - M}(’:»scow:¢ air%Sir'\?ice
by way of Cairo. Other halts
will include Habbaniyeh (Iraq)
Pahlevi (Persia) and Astrakban
(Russia). In the meantime only
official passengers and freight
will be carried.

British «train-busting» pla~
nes are now operating on the

B R al ant

les from home.

- American sources said U-
nited States troops now threa-
tened the entire communica-
tions system in Contral Sicily.

- According to a British of-
ficial statement the Allies by
noon yesterday held  seven
airfields in Sicily and one
flying-boat base. - '

Three major air attacks
were made by Allied fliers
yesterday on Messina, the port
linking Sicily with the Italian
mainland. g1

In

The main fighting f%esierday was for the
bridge across the Simetis river. This bridge
is about 140 feet long and is the biggest RE
obstacle on the island. <hree days ago para-
troops were dropped ort if. but it was recap-
tured by the Germans. [ is now in our hands.

OURS mmmmé

Though the enemy has mined
the bridge he did not have time
to blow it. Some of our tanks
crossed to the other side of the
Simeto and they ran into heavy
artillery fire South of Catania.

Our armour engaged the enemy
north of Scordia and by yesters

; ‘ .+ day afternoon the town was ta~
s bt hae s A O R O bt
s

“ken. They went” on to engage
the enemy six or seven miles
from the Gerbini aerodromes.

Our left flank now rests on
Caltagirone in close touch with
United States 7th Army in close
touch with them. ’

Further west the Americans
are pushing on towards Pa-
lermo. They are established
from Caltanisetta to Agri~
gento.

A British Field Regiment had

a’égood party yesterday when
tioy captured 12 R 35's (French
taaks) fifty motor cycles, six ves
hicles and 120 prisoners.

J. S. COMMENT

Robert Paterson, acting U-
11/ ted States Secretary for War,

Anmanmaad Yacrardawitiai e
announced yesteraay it et
re 300,000 Axis troops in
%icily, 60,000 of them Ger-
I‘nan.
- Allied victory was certain
t it would not necessarily
g: easy. The Allies were still
‘a long way from Berlin and
Tokyo. Paterson said Allied
invasion casualties had been
low.

Red Army Strikes

News of a great Red
Army offensive north and

bers, including Fortresses, pom- completed the picture of

meled the port. Then cal'ng

an all-Canadian fleet of Wel-
lingtons and after them Li-
berators.

a general Allied land of-
fensive in Europe.

Striking into the Ger-

-~ man bulge east of Orel
AxtaBomiminiques on S from two directions the
cily yesterday said the enemy Russians in two days fi-
was «beating back stubborn ghting have pierced the
Anglo-Saxon attacks supported enemy’s 25 miles front
by large numbers of tanks.» and advanced 26 miles.

In three days fighting the Bolsheviks
claim to have killed 12.000 German and
captured 2,000. The have captured 100

e ?rm_x}g 20,0[]90 n- eait. Ofr Qrgl .U'Y%tenda¥ ftankes and destroyed 300,

The have routed three infrantry and
two panzer divisious.

For ten days the Russian Kursk sas
lient, below Orel has been resisting
violent German assaulls.

The Berlin Radio commentator Sers
toriur .admitted last night: « North of
Orel a regular Russian offensive has
developed. , Moscow Radio confined
itself the a brief flash: “The Red Army
offensive continues, ,.

COPIES OF DHIS NEWS ARE LL
MITED PASS YOUR ROPY AROUND
WHEN YOUX HAVE READ IT.

59

i )

o

Why the Italian Fleet did
not interfere with the Allied
landings on Sicily was ex
plained yesterday by Vir-
ginio Gayda in « Giornale
d Italia » and broadcast
through Rome Radio. « Ita-
lians must remember, » he
said, « that mastery of the
sea depends diréctily on ma-
stery of the air.

In the invasion of our
land the Royal British Fleet
operateddirectily under mas-
sive air support. » It was
only a year ago yesterday
that the great Italian new-
o UA R
sted: (« Italy has expelled
the ioyal Navy from the

mediterranean. »

gt

o

BLACK DATE
Of ithe new Russian offen=
sive the B. B. C. commen~
tator W. N. Ewer said last

~night; “In two weeks Ger=

many’s summer offensive in
Russia has broken down.,
“The Allies are. for the
first time in this war on the
offensive everywhere., Ewer
recalled that on July 15, 1918,
exactly a quarter of a cen-
tury ago, Ludendorff laun~
ched his two~pronged offen-
si\;éf'east and west of Rheirs,
This provoked the Foch
counter-offensive that ended
the war. Although the Ger=
man armies of 1943 had
much ‘more fight in them
than those of 1918, July 15,
1943, might well become an
historic date in German mi-
litary annals. :
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Voce di Rf‘ma

fogmlo Gayda z:fel
nale d’Italia » ha splegato per-
che la flotta italiana non &
mai intervenuta con lo sbarco
alleato sulle spiaggie della Si-
cilia. Ha annunciato = per la
Radio che gli. Italiani debbo-
no ricordarsi che la domina-
zione del mare dipende diret-
tamente dalla dominazione del-
I’aria. Nella invasione alleata
la Regia Marina Britannica
ha avuto I’ appoggio di una
grande flotta aerea.

Un anno fa ieri il graude
giornale «Il Messaggero» si
vantd che I'Italia aveya spaz-

zato la Regia Marina' Britan-
mica dal Maditerranea.

' Notizie dal trnme Siciliano

Teri tutti i combatt:menu
si svolsero intorno al pOnte
che attraversa il fiume Slmeto
Questo ponte, lungo 60 me-
tri, costituisce un ostacolo mol-
to serio. Tre giorni fa i-pa-
racadutisti alleati lo congui-
starono, ma i Tedeschi riusci-
rono a riprenderlo. Il ponte
oggi & in possesso degli‘ al-
leati.

Benche i Tedeschi abbfano
messo le mine sotto il ponte,
parecchi carri armati inglesi
riuscirono ad attraversare il

fiume, dove incontrarono lar-
bF 1

tioliavia tadacra a and di-

S e

netrate a sud di SCORDIA e
nel pomeriggio di ieri la citta
veniva occupata.

Si ¢ rinnovata la battaglia
a 9 o 10 chilometri dall’ ae-
rodromo di GERBINI.
VIZZINI, MILETTO e SCOR-
DIA vennero occupati ed il
terreno davanti a questi vil-
laggi domina CATANIA.

Il fianco sinistro inglese &
a CALTAGIRONE vicino le
truppe americane.

Pin ad ovest gli Americani

si affrettano verso PALERMO.

Un reggimento di artiglieria

inglese ieri si & distinto cat-
P 02t LAY

Reverse side of Appendix 2
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BREVI NOTIZIE

Roberto Paterson, sostituto
Segretario Americano della
Guerra annunzid ieri che le
truppe dell’Asse in Sicilia am-
montavano a 300.000, di cui

60.000 erano tedesche.

. La vittoria alleata era assi-
curata ma non sarebbe neces-
sariamente facile. Gli Alleati
distavano molto da Berlino e
da Tokio. Paterson aggiunse
che le casualita alleate nello
sbarco iniziale non eramno
grandi.

ook

Un altro comunicato odier-
no informa che le truppe a-
mericane adesso minacciano
titte ' le cémunicazioni della
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