Combined Operations Memorial

Proposed Alterations to Plan (Aug 2011)
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These proposed changes to the approved plan will enhance the appearance of the memorial and reduce the cost of construction and maintenance to a more affordable level.

i) the replacement of the circular plinth, which carries the mosaic of the Combined Operations Insignia in a horizontal position, in favour of a block built wall faced with 200/250mm rocks from the same source as the standing stones. The mosaic will be recessed into the rocks in a vertical position facing towards the shaft of the spearhead. In this more prominent position it will be seen to best advantage and will help identify the memorial from a considerable distance. In addition, weathering due to rain water, snow and ice will be reduced. The manufactures of the mosaic advise that it will be secure embedded in cement. No special fixings are required.

ii) a reduction in the circular paved area within the triangle to a 2m x 2.5m area adjoining the paved spearhead shaft. This will enhance the symbolic spearhead shape of the memorial and provide more flexibility in the positioning of the standing stones. The remaining area within the triangle will be filled in with sub base material topped by crushed carboniferous stone similar in composition to the standing stones. The crushed stone will be compacted to form a level surface with the paving and the perimeter kerbing providing unfettered access to all parts of the memorial for wheel chair and buggy users.
iii) the removal of the areas of heather planting around the three standing stones to be replaced by the crushed stone referred to above. This will reduce maintenance and improve access for all visitors.
iv) An aerial representation of the new design (not to scale).
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