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This has been a very eventful year for Combined Operations. 

On Thursday, July 4th 2013, in the presence of Her Majesty's Lord Lieutenant of 

Staffordshire, Mr Ian Dudson, CBE and 200 guests including 25 WW2 veterans and 6 

Standard Bearers, the Combined Operations Command Memorial was unveiled by General 

Sir Richard Barrons KCB CBE ADC Gen, Commander of the Joint Forces Command. The 

memorial was dedicated by the Reverend Prebendary Tony Wood.  

It’s been a great pleasure and privilege for me to have channelled the energy, support, 

encouragement, goodwill, donations, proceeds from fund raising events, material for the 

Combined Operations website, practical help and advice into the memorial project over 8 

years, not forgetting the help of friends at the dedication ceremony in making everyone feel 

so welcome and ensuring the day went smoothly. The good works continue with a small team 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-joint-forces-command-established--2


of volunteers who regularly visit the memorial to check on its condition and to keep it clean 

and tidy. From start to finish the memorial and website projects have been a model Combined 

Operation culminating in a splendid memorial fit to honour those who served. 

The website, www.combinedops.com, now has a Facebook page with two photo albums of 

the best photos taken during the construction of the memorial and the dedication ceremony. 

There’s a Facebook icon to click on in the banner heading on every page of the website or 

you can go directly using https://www.facebook.com/combinedops. 

The long term future of the memorial in perpetuity, with its associated website, is best 

assured through some form of charitable trust funded by donations, the raffling of David 

Thorp’s painting ‘Combined Operations – A Normandy Beachhead’ and by publishing a 

book based on the wartime memories of a “subby” who launched a salvo of spigot bombs 

onto the Normandy beaches from his adapted Landing Craft Assault (LCA). A synopsis of 

the book is available by clicking on the Memorial link in the website’s page banner and then 

choosing the Book link. 

The Trust will, subject to funds being available, maintain and develop both the physical 

memorial and the website over generations while there is a need to do so. 

The dedication of the memorial was a big step forward in providing public recognition of the 

historical achievements of the Combined Operations Command. But those who served their 

country so well in, or alongside, the Command, deserve much more. Please do what you can 

to spread the word by forwarding this newsletter to a few friends and relatives or by using 

Facebook and other social media. 'If not us, then who? If not now, then when?*  

  

 

*John Lewis, the son of a poor Alabama farmer, who led marchers to the Edmund Pettus Bridge in 

1765. 
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